Funeral Service for Joe Logan

I. Songs: Be With Me Lord (1,3,4), The Old Rugged Cross (1,4)

II. Scripture Reading

A. Ecclesiastes 7:1-4 A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day of death than the day of one's birth; Better to go to the house of mourning Than to go to the house of feasting, For that is the end of all men; And the living will take it to heart. Sorrow is better than laughter, For by a sad countenance the heart is made better. The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. (NKJV)

B. Psalms 92:13-14 Those who are planted in the house of the LORD Shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing, 
C. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

III. Obituary.

JOSEPH D. LOGAN, 79, of Las Cruces, NM, passed away on May 4, 2003. He was born the thirteenth of 16 children on March 17, 1924 in Farmersville, Texas to Newt and Louie Logan, and grew up doing many chores on the family farm. He married in 1947 and moved to Blythe, California in 1948, where he was in farming and produce for 23 years, and also had a radiator repair business for several of those years. In 1970, the family moved to Las Cruces, where he opened Sambo's Restaurant on El Paseo, and in 1971 purchased the former Topper Restaurant at Valley Drive and Main. It was renamed Logan's Restaurant and later Your Choice Restaurant, and served local and interstate traveling customers until his retirement in 1997. He was active in local community service for more than 20 years as a member of the Kiwanis Club of Las Cruces; having helped coordinate many pancake breakfasts over the years, chartered several new clubs in Southern New Mexico, served as Club President and a Division Lt. Governor, and received several awards. He was a long-time member of the Panlener Church of Christ. He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Martha R. Logan, children Joseph David Logan, Jr. of Chandler, Arizona, and Lisa J. Logan of Las Cruces. He is survived by brothers Harl T. Logan and wife Edwina, Jim W. Logan and wife Jane, Edward P. Logan, and Robert R. Logan and wife Shirley and sisters Lorine Wiese, and Doris Shanks and husband Jimmy.  He is preceded in death by his parents, brothers, Jessie R. (J.R.) Logan and Dan Logan; and sisters Bess Hendrix, Murl Jackson, Clyde Gunnell, and Mattie Jennings. 

IV. Prayer:

A. Our most gracious and loving Father, We come to you at this time to draw from your strength, your love, your mercy.  We cannot help but praise you for we are truly fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalms 139:14).  Yet we understand that our physical body is just a shell for our soul that will some day return to you. We thank you for this loved one who has gone on, for his long and useful life upon this earth, for the hearts and lives he has touched.  In Jesus Christ name Amen

V. Song: What a friend We Have in Jesus

VI. Eulogy

Joe was a good ol’ farm boy.  He grew up on a family farm, and as he tells it, from the time you could walk, you were out milking cows and slopp‘n hogs.  Anyone who grew up on a farm understands that chores are the central theme of life.  The chores had to be done before you could go to school, to which Joe had to walk up hill both ways in the snow without shoes.  Sometimes to get to school in the winter, they would hop on the train that ran by the farm and ride in the caboose and huddle around the stove to warm up.  Joe and all the Logans attended their early years of school at Neathery, a 2 room country school house.  Martha’s sister, Wilma, taught the two youngest brothers, Edward and Robert, there.  Often, Wilma, while walking to Neathery, would pass Joe on the railroad tracks as he was walking to the high school in town.  Being such a shy boy and not knowing her, he never said anything.  Wilma later stated to Martha, “that boy would never say anything to me and now you’ve gone and married him!”  But through the years, Wilma grew to love and appreciate him.  After her husband June died, Joe would always call and check on her and was there for her whenever there was a need. He was a rock for many. He was there for his sister Lorene especially after the death of her husband and she became know many of us as his “lunch” buddy.  Joe and Martha met in a very unusual way.  They were both from Farmersville, but really didn't know each other.  One time, both of their families happened to end up at Carlsbad Caverns at the same time.  His sister Doris and her husband Jimmy were with Joe, and Jimmy talked Joe into asking Martha to walk through the cave together.  While walking along in the dark cave, Jimmy would pinch and poke Martha, trying to get Joe into trouble by making Martha think it was Joe. 
Joe stayed on the family farm until he was married, which was when he was 23 years old.  On their wedding day, his brother Edward had to shuttle guests to Martha’s grandmothers house in the country, because as Martha stated, "Mud was everywhere and it was raining cat’s and dog’s.”  Brother Jim had to hitchhike from Lorine's house in Las Cruces, and almost didn’t make it in time.  Jim was to be the best man.  When it looked like he wasn’t going to make it, Jimmy Shanks was going to stand in.  Well, Jim made it, but he didn’t have a clean shirt, so Jimmy took his shirt off and gave it to Jim. 
The virtues that Joe had, were shaped by working on the farm during the Great depression and World War II.  These same virtues shape Joe’s character into one that is hard to find in today’s world. If there were one lesson that Joe would want to teach the next generation, it would be:  do whatever you are told, learn from it, and be true to you word.  He always said that a man's handshake was his word.  His son David said that his dad instilled these same virtues in him.  I believe most people that know David will agree that his father has truly passed them down to him. If Joe could be simply described in one phrase it would be, tender hearted and always committed 100% to whatever he did.  I asked the family if Joe was here, what do you think he would say, and they said that he would say, “Never, give up no matter how bad things become; there is always a way to work it out”.  They also told me that he really didn't have any hobbies, unless you count his efforts to fix things no matter what it took, including duct tape, glue, and bailing wire. One of Joe's valued accomplishments was his service work with the Kiwanis Club, in which he received numerous well-deserved awards for his efforts over the years.  Joe was also dedicated to his to service God, which was demonstrated through his daily bible reading, and faithful attendance, When Joe passed from this life, he was on the way to worship God, as was his custom every Sunday.  I couldn’t help but think of King David when he said, “I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the LORD." Psalms 122:1. This time the Lord decided it was time to come HOME.

On the lighter side I heard some great stores such as:


* When Joe and the boys were roughhousing in the hayloft when they were young, and someone threw a corncob and knocked brother Harl out of the loft.

* The time Joe told David to let his sister, Lisa, loose and come to supper NOW, when David had tied her up to the bedpost playing cowboys & Indians, and almost put her eye out trying to quickly cut the rope.

* The numerous times how Joe would go and track down his employees to find out why they didn’t show up for work at the restaurant.  One employee called in because it snowed and her truck couldn’t make it up the hill; so Joe drove out to Radium Springs 10 miles north of here and picked her up in his car to take her to work.
* How he would give free coffee to the police, so police were always in the restaurant.  Once when the gas station next door was robbed, they just had to come into the restaurant to get the police, who then caught the robbers down the block.
*How because of his business, he never had time to fix anything around the house; and when he retired, Martha said now he had too much time to fix things.
*How that after Martha and He were married and they would go back home to Joe’s family's house at Christmas, they had to sleep in the south bedroom, where the newlyweds tended to end up.  The bed had so many heavy quilts on it, that they had to get out of bed to turn over.
A. Joe always tried to his best to help people.

B. I will always remember Joe’s handshake, because it was always there.

i. After every service, Joe was there to greet visitors’ and other brethren.

ii. Joe was one of a very few people have that ability to be there during the suffering of the loss of a loved one.

iii. I will always remember when my brother was killed; Joe and Martha were the first ones to come to my mother’s house to help offer comfort. 

C.  Every day to Joe was another great day of opportunity. 

D. On hearing of Joe’s passing and my sorrow setting in, I could hear Joe telling me, 

“Ron if I am going to be with my Lord, wouldn’t this be a good day for me”

[But even with this we are humbled during this moment of sadness]

E. This is a time that we never want to see come, but we know that we cannot stop death from coming.

F. The only certainty in life is death. (It is a vapor)

i. James 4:13-14 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.

G.  All grave makers there are two dates with a dash in the middle.

i. Beginning date

ii. Ending date.

iii. Those dates really are not the important one; you have no control what your dates are.

iv. We will all have our beginning date, and someday we will have the ending date. (You cant avoid it)

v. The dash represents our life.

vi. Mark Twain commented on life;

There was never yet an uninteresting life.  Such a thing is an impossibility.  Inside of the dullest exterior there is a drama, a comedy and a tragedy'Mark Twain, The refuge of the Derelicts 1905
1. The dash we do have control of even though it will be full of drama, comedies, and tragedies.

2. The dash represents our life.

H. Only those who love Joe know what that little line is worth.

I. During our time of grief, people will try to help and we need those who can understand what we are experiencing to comfort us.

J. Jesus should always be our first choice because he is well acquainted with death.

K. The song we just sang was one of Joe’s favorite, “What a friend we have in Jesus”.  

VII. Jesus Understood The Difficulty of Death.

A. Jesus has experienced all the things that we have;

i. He was tempted like we are in everyday.

1. Heb. 4:15

B. Jesus lost loved ones through death like we do.

i. He wept at the loss of a beloved one, Lazarus, John 11:35
C. It was very difficult for Jesus even to face His own death.

i. “the He said to them, “MY soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death..” Mark 14:34

D. He is very qualified to speak to us concerning death.

E. He left us with many comforting words that we should remember during times of sorrow and grief.

VIII. God has taught us that the faithful Christian has a better hope.

A. Paul said to the Thessalonians.

1. But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NKJV)

ii. Notice the references to sleep.

iii. Those who “sleep in Jesus” are the same as the “dead in Christ”.

iv. So Death, in Christ, is only a sleep.

B. Among the pagan myths, death is pictured as:

i. Priest in sable garments, clipping the hair of the dying to offer it to gods of the underworld.  (Greeks)

ii. A creature, callous and haggard, fitted with black wings – Romans.

iii. A fowler spreading his net; a grim reaper with sickles in hand; or a hideous skeleton, Northern European Countries.

C. Contrast these horrors with the restful term of “sleep”.

i. After the toils of day, the sleep of night can be a pleasant prospect.

ii. We drift gently into sleep, fully expecting to awake.

iii. The voice of Christ will waken us.

iv. This voice will be heard very where, including in grave.

D. Look at Lazarus, in John 11:1-46.

i. When Jesus said Lazarus was asleep, his disciples took the expression literally.

ii. Even those who believed in Jesus could not understand why He would allow Lazarus to die..

1. Both Martha and Mary thought Jesus forsaken Lazarus by not being present to save him while he was alive.

iii. Jesus felt the same sorrow over Lazarus’s death.

1. “…when Jesus saw her weeping…He groaned in the spirit was troubled. John 11:33

2. After asking where his body was, Jesus wept.

iv. Finally, Jesus cried out with a loud voice “Lazarus come forth!”

E. The Daughter of Ja-irus, Luke 8:40-49.

i. Jesus said, “She is not dead, but sleeping” vs 52

ii. They ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead.  53 verse

iii. When He said, “little girl, arise” the Laughing stopped!!

F. You or I could call, but the death will not answer.

G. But when Jesus calls, all will answer.

H. And all doubts and laughter will stop forever.

I. This is why Jesus is calls death a sleep.

IX. Conclusion:

A. So it is important to understand we must be ready for our own death;

i. Jesus said…“therefore you be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  Luke 12:40
B. Joe like the dedicated businessman he was, who had to be prepared for all things, was just as dedicated to being prepared for Heaven. 
X. Prayer.

A. Our most Holy and loving father, we humble ourselves before you with confidence in knowing that you always hear and answer our prayers.  We thank you for the comfort and message of hope that we have received from you Holy words in the Bible.  We thank you for your loving grace and mercy.  We thank you for the life we have shared with Joe.  Lord, even though we shall miss his companionship, his smile, his hugs, and his strength of spirit. We thank you for allowing us the time we had with Joe, he will continue to live in our hearts and for the precious memories which now fill our hearts. We ask that you will comfort us as we grieve.  Help us to remember that only you can provide the everlasting peace both during in this life and life after death by living our life in accordance with your will. It is though Jesus Christ name that we humbly ask. 
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