Funeral Service for Carl Herring

I. Obituary.
A. Carl Cleveland Herring was born March 1, 1933 to Grover C. and Hattie Miller Herring in La Mesa, New Mexico and passed away on March 12, 2005 at his home in Anthony, New Mexico at the age of 72. He was in the U.S. Army and was a long haul truck driver for about 30 years. He is survived by his wife Mary Herring of the family home, children Debbie (Dennis) Vaughn of Anthony, NM, Lynn Blanton of Alto, NM, Michael Herring of Ruidoso, NM and Ronald Herring also of Ruidoso, NM, siblings Peggy Hartman, James Herring and Everett Herring all of Anthony, NM, Frances Heddlesten of Deming, NM, Virginia Campbell of Palm Beach, FL and Linda Auwen of Idaho as well as 12 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. 

II. Scripture Reading

A. (Psalms 46:1-11) God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High. God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah Come, behold the works of the LORD, Who has made desolations in the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariot in the fire. Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah  

III. Prayer:

A. Our most gracious and loving Father, We come to you at this time to draw from your strength, your love, your mercy.  We cannot help but praise you for we are truly fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalms 139:14).  Yet we understand that our physical body is just a shell for our soul that will some day return to you. We thank you for this loved one who has gone on, for his long and useful life upon this earth, for the hearts and lives he has touched.  In Jesus Christ name Amen

IV. Eulogy 

A. My story.

i. Carl’s smile and twinkle in his eye. 

1. He could tell a story, but it was slow.  I enjoyed listening to uncle Carl’s stories.  I would tell it so slow, but you could look into his eyes and see how much he was enjoying tell it and you knew that when he finally got to the punch line it was going to be good.  

ii. His life was not the easiest.  Growing up was very hard.

iii. My father and Carl.

iv. Truck Driver.

1. Carl like my father was a truck driver.  

2. For years my father was the stranger that stayed in our house occasionally.  They are 

v. Marriage proposal. 

1. Mary told me when Carl asked her to marry him; she gave the ring back 3 times. Emotions were not something.

vi. Accent.

1. She and everyone was always confused 

vii. Carl was a husband, father, brother, uncle, grandfather.

viii. Simple man.

ix. Learned to tell everyone how much he loved them.

I am Gone

You can shed tears that I am gone,

Or you can smile because I lived,

You can close your eyes and pray that I will come back,

Or you can open your eyes and see all that I have left.

Your heart can be empty because you can't see me

Or you can be full of the love that we shared,

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday,

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of our yesterdays.

You can remember me and only that I am gone

Or you can cherish my memory and let it live on,

You can cry and close your mind being empty and turn your back,

Or you can do what I would want: smile, open your Yes, love and go on.

[We are humbled during this moment of sadness]
B.  It’s overwhelming when you look around us.

i. All grave makers have people’s names, birthdates and death dates.

ii. Beginning date.

iii. Ending date.

iv. Those dates you have no control of.

v. We will all have our beginning date, and someday we will have the ending date.

vi. The dash represents our life.

vii. Mark Twain commented on life;

There was never yet an uninteresting life.  Such a thing is an impossibility.  Inside of the dullest exterior there is a drama, a comedy and a tragedy' Mark Twain, The refuge of the Derelicts 1905
viii. The dash we do have control of even though it will be full of drama, comedies, and tragedies.

C. Only those who knew and Love Care understand the value of his line.

D. During our time of grief, people will try to help and we need those who can understand what we are experiencing to comfort us.

E. Jesus should always be our first choice because he is well acquainted with death.

V. During our sorrow look to things that endure. 1 Cor. 13:13)

1 Corinthians 13:13

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

A. Faith.
i. I know whom I have believed ( 2 Tim. 1:12)
ii. Faith to overcome (1 John 5:4)
iii. Believe in God and Christ (John 14:1-5)
B. Hope.
i. Saved in hope, patience. (Rom. 8:24-25).
ii. Hope of eternal life. (Titus 1:2)
iii. An anchor of the soul (Heb 6:18-20)
iv. A comforting hope. 
C. Love.
i. Love God who first loved us (1 John 4:19).
ii. Christ took them and blessed them (Mark 10:16)
iii. All things work together for good (Ron. 8:28).
VI. Conclusion:

A. So it is important to understand we must be ready for our own death;

i. Jesus said…“therefore you be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  Luke 12:40
VII. Prayer.

A. Our most Holy and loving father, we humble ourselves before you with confidence in knowing that you always hear and answer our prayers.  We thank you for the comfort and message of hope that we have received from you Holy words in the Bible.  We thank you for your loving grace and mercy.  We thank you for the life we have shared with Carl.  Lord, even though we shall miss his companionship, his smile, his hugs, and his strength of spirit. We thank you for allowing us the time we had with Carl, he will continue to live in our hearts and for the precious memories which now fill our hearts. We ask that you will comfort us as we grieve.  Help us to remember that only you can provide the everlasting peace both during in this life and life after death by living our life in accordance with your will. It is though Jesus Christ name that we humbly ask. 

VIII. Song.

IX. Taps and flag.

X. Closing remarks.
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