Funeral Service for Betty Ford
I. Prayer:

A. Our most gracious and loving Father, We come to you at this time to draw from your strength, your love, your mercy.  We cannot help but praise you for we are truly fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalms 139:14).  Yet we understand that our physical body is just a shell for our soul that will some day return to you. We thank you for Betty who has gone on, for her long and priceless life upon this earth, for the hearts and lives she has touched.  In Jesus Christ name Amen.

II. Scripture Reading

A. John 10:11-25 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  [12] He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  [13] He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  [14] I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,  [15] just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  [16] And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  [17] For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.  [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father." 

B. Psalm 46:1-5  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  [2] Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, [3] though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. [4] There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. [5] God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. 

III. Family & friends personal eulogies.

A. Marry Ann 

B. Peggy Brown.
C. Other family friends?

IV. Eulogy 

A. Betty Ford, 80, longtime Las Cruces resident entered eternal life Tuesday, September 12, 2006 at La Posada-Mesilla Valley Hospice. She was born October 7, 1925 in Stockton, Kansas to Armand Paul and Ollie Faye Rogers Lesperance. Betty was a retired cashier for Truck Stops of America, and a member of Temple Baptist Church. 

B. Survivors include one son, William E. Brown and wife, Peggy L.; two grandchildren, Jeffery F. Chase and wife, Kaleighdawn and John F. Brown, all of Las Cruces. Other survivors include a sister-in-law, Mary Ann Lesperance. She was preceded in death by her parents, two husbands, John Brown and Joe Ford; one daughter, Sharon A. Mosier, four brothers and three sisters.

C. My story.

1. When I read her obituary I read that she was a casher a the TA.

a) I thought she owned the place!!

b) With her years of service and knowledge of everything about the TA.

2. I grew up around her and when ever I saw the TA two people I always think of, my father and Betty.

3. Betty never looked like she ever grew old?? How did she do this??

4. Mark Twain commented on life;

There was never yet an uninteresting life.  Such a thing is an impossibility.  Inside of the dullest exterior there is a drama, a comedy and a tragedy' 

Mark Twain, The refuge of the Derelicts 1905
5. Betty’s life was no different.

a) There were many dramatic, humorous and tragic events.

b) She new how to laugh, love and cry.

c) Her life to most would seem like she was cheated.

a. But when I consider her friends and family here today I know you are the reason she felt so blessed.

6. Our life is full of drama, comedies, and tragedies.

I am Gone

You can shed tears that I am gone,

Or you can smile because I lived,

You can close your eyes and pray that I will come back,

Or you can open your eyes and see all that I have left.

Your heart can be empty because you can't see me

Or you can be full of the love that we shared,

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday,

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of our yesterdays.

You can remember me and only that I am gone

Or you can cherish my memory and let it live on,

You can cry and close your mind being empty and turn your back,

Or you can do what I would want: smile, open your Yes, love and go on.

V. We are humbled during this moment of sadness.
A. Jesus should always be our first choice because he is well acquainted with death.

VI. Jesus was well acquainted with separation and grief.

A. He gave up heaven and was separated from His father, this had never happened before, and why???
1. For you and me!

B. Jesus wept for the loss of a loved one, Lazarus. John 11:35
C. He is the Good shepherd who defeated death. John 10:11-18.

VII. During our sorrow look to things that endure. 1 Cor. 13:13
1 Corinthians 13:13

And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

VIII. Song.

IX. Conclusion.

A. A gathering of remembrance will be held at the Montana Senior Village Community Center, 355 Montana Ave. following the service.
X. Prayer.

A. Our most Holy and loving father, we humble ourselves before you with confidence in knowing that you always hear and answer our prayers.  We thank you for the comfort and message of hope that we have received from you Holy words in the Bible.  We thank you for your loving grace and mercy.  We thank you for the life we have shared with Betty.  Lord, even though we shall miss her companionship, her smile, her hugs, and her strength of spirit. We thank you for allowing us the time we had with Betty; as she continues to live in our hearts and we thank you for  the precious memories which will continue to fill our hearts. We ask that you will comfort us as we grieve.  Help us to remember that only you can provide the everlasting peace both during in this life and life after death by living our life in accordance with your will. It is though Jesus Christ name that we humbly ask. 
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