Further Along
Gen. 45:7-8
I. Introduction

A. There is a story in the Bible about a young man that suffered much in his life. The problems started with his family and never seemed to end, but it did.

B. This young man’s name is Joseph. I have always seen Joseph as a strong confident person with the courage to over come any moral threat while patiently waiting on God. 

1. But recently I have seen another aspect of his story that I have overlooked.

2. This new view of Joseph is the focus of my lesson and hope that it will be a strong message of encouragement to you.

II. His Life Hated And Rejected. Gen. 37
A. Even though we are family we can be hated.

1. Joseph was the favorite son of Jacob’s 12 sons.

2. Jacob made him a coat of many colors which of course didn’t but only help remind his brothers of his most favorite status.
3. Joseph after feeding the flock with his step-brothers went to this father and told how badly they were acting.
4. It reached the point that none of he brothers could speak to Joseph 

B. Joseph’s dreams were profound messages to Jacob and his family.

1. The dream was how Joseph’s sheaf arose and stood upright; and their sheaves stood all around and bowed down to Joseph’s sheaf.
2. The next dream was how the Sun, Moon and eleven stars bowed to him.

C. Jealous finally created enough hatred for the brothers to kill Joseph. (7:18)

1. Joseph was sent by Jacob to find his brothers and report back to him.
2. Even before he arrived they were planning on killing him.
3. They threw him in a dry well and sell him to traders heading to Egypt.

III. His life of Abandonment. (Gen.39-40)
A. Sold as a slave by his brothers. 

1. Bought by Potiphar to serve 

2. Went from success as a servant to a prisoner. (Gen.39:3)
B. Imprisoned for attempted rape Even in prison Joseph is blessed by God, but forgotten by the man whom it interrupted his dream.  (Gen.39:21;23;40;23)
C. Forgotten by those who he helped.

1. Joseph helped Potiphar’s house prosper, yet was quick to accept false charges.

2. The chief butler forgot him.

IV. Life Of Recovery. (Gen.41-47)
A. Joseph never forgot how wrong life was treating him. (Gen 40:15)

1. Two full years go by in prison. Gen. 41:1

2. 13 years in bondage as a servant and then a prisoner.
3. What a long time to experience the sickness of hopeless and abandonment by everyone!

4. God never directly reveled what His plans were for Joseph.

5. God never used miraculous powers, outside of giving Joseph the ability to interpret the dreams.

B. Through interpreting Pharaoh’s dream Joseph is elevated over all of Egypt.

1. Even with his power over all of Egypt his heart. Is not healed.
C. While ruling over Egypt nine years he never goes home.

1. Why did he never go and visit his father?
V. Joseph’s revenge. (Gen.42:7-43)
A. Famine affects Jacob’s family

1. He sends his sons to Egypt to purchase grain.

B. Meeting his brothers disturbed Joseph.

1. Conjure up old memories.

2. He thought he had forgotten his past.

a. First son Manasseh means, “God has made me forget all my toil and all my father’s house”.
b. Second son Ephraim means, “For God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction”.
C. Joseph plan’s to get revenge and his brother away from his brothers. (v.9;43:29)

1. Hold’s Simeon until they bring Benjamin back to Egypt. (v.24)
2. Reuben sees this as a result of what they did to Joseph. (22)

3. Places the money back in their bags with the grain when they return home. (v35)

4. Jacob refuses to allow Benjamin to return. (v.38)

D. Jacob finally allows brothers to take Benjamin back to purchase more grain.

E. Joseph’s plan of revenge works. (44:12)
VI. Joseph finally understands why he has experienced such suffering.

A. He never understood why his father never came after him.
1. His brothers told Jacob he was killed. (44:28)

B. Joseph now understands why his brothers are protecting Benjamin. (44:34; 45:2)
C. He now understands that it was God who sent him to Egypt to save his family. (45:7-8)
1. He had remembered the dream of his youth and how the family would bow down to him.

VII. Conclusion.

A. There have been events in my life I when I use to wish I could have seen the ending, but I never could nor ever will.

B. There is so much stress and suffering among us today. Everything from financial to personal relationships within our families.

1. Unfortunately life’s struggles can weaken or destroy our faith in God. 

C. We may not understand why we are suffering so much in our life.

D. But like Joseph, never loose your faith and God will provide. (1Cor.10:13)

E. Further along, someday we will understand why!
