Exposing Our Idols
Isaiah 44:6-22
I. Introduction.  
A. Before we start pull out your Idol worksheet and lets expose some idols in your life. 

B. Today we don’t seem to understand the threat of Idolatry to our spiritual life. 

1. Because we seem to associate idols of the Bible with societies that were uneducated.

2. We now much greater knowledge.
a) We now know the sun is not a god because our science has proven it is composed of hydrogen and helium gases.

b) We now know the moon is just a small lifeless rock that is stuck in our orbit.
3. Our knowledge seems to make us believe we are immune to the problem of idolatry.
4. We also now know that the earth is round, not flat.
C. The many warning’s from God concerning idolatry in the Bible was not because of their inferior scientific knowledgeable, therefore today we are just as threatened by idolatry.

1. It is the principle of idolatry in which we must understand before we will see modern idols and the devastating effects they are having in our lives. 
D. I hope to make the concept of idols one you will be able to apply to your life and take the action necessary to remove them before it’s too late.
1. Idolatry beginning in our heart because God created us to be a worshiping people.
II. All Men Will Worship Something.
A. Paul says that fundamentally Idolatry is our failure to give God the glory He deserves. Rom. 1:18-25
1.  "Man is a religious being, he will worship...Man by worshipping, becomes assimilated to the moral character of the object which he worships... 
Without an exception, the character of every nation and tribe of the human history has been formed and modified, in a great degree, by the character attributed to their gods." 
James B. Walker, "The Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation" (Minneapolis, Minnesota: Bethany 1886) pp. 26-28 
B. Idolatry will shape the moral and social character of our families, religious beliefs and nation.

1. We are now seeing the terrifying effects of people glorifying things (idol worshiping) that are vile and destructive, such as homosexuality. This week across America homosexuals have just celebrated gay pride week!!! 
C. Our selfish passions are the source of idolatry.
a) Its development (Romans 1:18-25)

b) Its equivalent today (Colossians 3:5)

III. Superstitions Of Idol Worship Were Not Created Without Help.  
A. Scripture teaches that idol worship is empowered by demons.   1Cor. 10:19,20 
1. There may even be the appearance of mystical powers, but know were the source of the power is from.
B. The fallen spirit world offers magic, threatens retaliation, and gives the manifestations necessary to establish false religious worship.  Deut: 32:1; Psalm 106:37
1. Just as in the Garden of Eden, Satan is always ready to help us sin. 
C. Once idolatry is established, shame and honor codes, ethnic pride, fear of family, neighbors and government are enough to sustain the system. 
IV. Modern Idols Are Things We Love Or Fear More Than God.
A. If we reject God as deserving our glory we will find something to glorify. 

1. Ourselves. 
a) Narcissism, our way, & our desires must come first.

2. Opposite sex, the pursuit of romance.  
a) The opposite sex was to be man’s second most important relationship, but it has become the first.  

3. Money and the pursuit of material blessings.

a) No matter how much you have, it is never enough. 
4. Power & control.

a) Can be an attempt to receive personal glory.

5. Material possessions.

a) Homes, cars, boats, jewelry.

6. Chemicals.

a) That synthesize the fullness and joy that God offers us.

7. Denominationalism.

a) Doctrine and not our God.

b) Brethren more than God. 

c) Social activities more than God.

d) Preachers more than God.

8. Causes.

a) We can devote and entire lifetime to, in place of a devotion to the living God and His cause. 

B. Christ Kingdom is one that is spiritual therefore our idols are now spiritual John 18:36; Col.3:5
C. Idols appeal to the power of our desires. James 1:13
V. The Reality of Idolatry is seen in their Character.

A. They are mindless (Deuteronomy 4:28).
1. They are the work of men's hands using wood and stone and they cannot see nor hear nor eat nor smell.
B. They are helpless ((Isaiah 44:9-17;Jeremiah 10:5)
1. They must be carried, so don’t fear or revere them 
C. They are lifeless (Acts 17:29)
D. The are inglorious (Romans 1:22-25)
VI. Conclusion.

A. Idol worship is not some old fashion concept for the people of the Bible times.

B. God has created in us an innate desire to worship Him for our benefit. But because of our failure to glorify God we then give glory to the objects He created. Rom. 1:22-25

