Do You Believe The Bible?
I. Introduction.
A. The story is told of the noted atheist, Robert Ingersoll, who challenged preachers across this land to meet him in debate on the existence of God.  One day he met a preacher in a Chicago hotel, who offered to debate him on the truthfulness of the Bible.  But Ingersoll replied, "You don't really believe the Bible, any more than I do!"  When the preacher denied that, Ingersoll asked, "Don't you teach that one church is just as good as another?"  The preacher answered, "Yes."  And Ingersoll replied, "But the Bible says that there is one body, and that body is the church. And you have just admitted you don't believe that.  Why should we debate?"  
B. That is a sad commentary on many religious scholars and the denominations they created. 

1. Remember the Pharisees were considered the most pious and knowledgeable in Mosaic Law.
2. Even the apostle Paul, before converting to Christianity was a leading Pharisee and counted all that he had accomplished as a Pharisee a waste in comparison to the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Phil. 3:7-8 

3. Jesus’ teachings were in direct conflict with the Pharisees’ teachings.  They in a similar way were the “bible” scholars of today. Matt.23
4. So the same is today, the conflict  between the knowledge of renowned Bible scholars and the simple teachings in the Bible, 1 Cor.19-29

C. It is easy to say, "I believe the Bible."  
1. It is quite another thing to prove what you believe is really in the Bible. If what you believe is not supported by the Bible, my question to you is do you believe the bible or the teachings received from today’s so called Bible scholars?
2. The Bible is more self explanatory than scholars believe; because the bible is the only thing that will completely equip us for our lives, 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
D. Let us test some very simple teachings that are popular today.
E.  In doing so we’ll see whether your belief is from the Bible or man. 
II. Belief: "We Are Saved By Faith Only"

A. This is what most denominations believe and teach.  
1. The claim is made that "works" have nothing to do with salvation, that only faith is a requirement. 
B. The Bible says our faith without works action is dead (Jas. 2:14-17, 21-24).
1. Even the demons believe and tremble, but are not saved. James 2:19 
C. An obedient faith is the only kind that God will bless. (Heb. 11:4-8). 
1.  Please notice that each of the “heroes of faith” in the book of Hebrews 11, received the approval of God ONLY when their faith led them to do what God said.
2. That principle hasn't changed.  
3. Yes, we are saved by faith -- but not until and unless that faith leads us to "the obedience of faith" (Rom. 1:5; 16:26). 
4. Jesus said, "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments" (Jno. 14:15).  
5. Christ is the author of eternal salvation to them who obey. (Heb. 5:9).  
D. You are saved from the guilt of sin when you become obedient to the teachings of the Gospel (Rom. 6:17,18). 
1. "Faith which works through love" (Gal. 5:6) is rewarded by God. 
III. Belief: “Baptism Is Not Necessary To Salvation"

A. The Bible says in Mark 16:15-16 And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.  [16] Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.  
1. To say that one can be saved without being baptized is to deny that plain statement of the Bible.  
2. Many preachers in denominations say that one should be baptized, but that we are saved "at the point of faith" and then are baptized. 
3. But notice the order of that statement in the Bible:  "Believe, be baptized, be saved." 
4. Being saved FOLLOWS baptism, and all of the twists and turns of arguments will never change that. 
B. In Acts 2, after the preaching of the apostles, people were "pricked in their heart" and asked what they should do (Acts 2:37).  
1. Notice they already believed, yet they were call on to repent and be and be baptized for the forgiveness of there sins" (vs. 38). 
2.  Why be baptized? That verse of the Bible is the answers, to receive forgiveness of sin!!!.  
3. While some loudly cry, "Baptism cannot save anyone," the Bible states:  "…baptism now saves us…” 1 Pet. 3:20,21.   
C. Baptism places us in Christ Jesus’ death, burial and the likeness of His resurrection. (Rom. 6:3-5).   
1. Salvation is "in Christ" (2 Tim. 2:10).
2. Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places is in Christ (Eph.1:3). 
D. We put Christ on through Baptism (Gal. 3:26,27).  
1. How does one get into Christ?   "Baptism 

2. There is not found another means by which one enters into Christ.  
3. Thus, until one is baptized, he is not in Christ. 
4. And that means he is not saved and he has no promise of the spiritual blessings of God.  
5. Now, will you believe man, or the Bible? 
IV. Belief: "One Church Is As Good As Another": 

A. The Bible says, there is one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God" (Eph. 4:4-6 ).

1. Many people who claim to believe the Bible, will proclaim “one church is as good as another”, as though it were in God's Book.  But it isn't (Jno. 17:20,21). 
B. The Lord never intended there to be divisions among believers.

1. Notice from John 17:20-21, the Bible says that the Lord never intended that there be divisions among believers.  
2. Do you believe that?  If so, you cannot possibly believe that one church is as good as another. 
C. The bible says the one body is the church (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22,23).  
1. Now, how many "bodies" are there? One

2. You see, God doesn't give us a choice of any of those seven things found in Eph. 4:4
3. There are not many ways, or paths, or roads to heaven.  
D. There is only one way and the Bible plainly says so. There is to be no divisions among the church. (1 Cor. 1:10).  
1. Then there was a great question asked, "Is Christ divided?" (vs. 13).  
2. That question needs to be answered today by every person who is a member of a denomination.  
3. The Bible plainly says, "Let there be no divisions among you."  
4. Now, do you believe the Bible?  
5. If so, then how can anyone claim that one church is as good as another? 
6. The Bible says it.  Do you really believe the Bible? 
V. Conclusion.

A. This idea is prevalent today is expressed in  "tolerance for the faith of others."  
1. But the truth is that God is rather intolerant about people rejecting the Bible!  
2. Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by Me" (Jno. 14:6).  

3. Some may think of that as narrow, and the Jews of 2000 years ago surely did.  But it was the truth then, and it is still the truth.  
4. Jesus said there no other name were salvation is found (Acts 4:12; John 8:24    ). 
5. Jews, Muslims, Hindus, etc., may not like it, but it is still in the Bible: 
B. Friend, look at what the Bible says.  Believe that, and act on it. 
C. Don't be misled by following what someone tells you the Bible says.  
D. I heartily commend to you the attitude of the people of Berea: "They received the Word with all readiness of mind, examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11). 
E.  That attitude was approved by God then, and I am convinced you will gain God's approval if you will do the same thing today. 
1. Examine the Scriptures, believe and obey them and then you can have that "one hope" (Eph. 4: 4).  
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