Christian Unity Through The Living Stone

1 Peter 1:22-2:10

I.   Introduction.

A.   It’s a painful fact that Christians don’t always get along with each other.

1. You would think that people with the same hope and holiness would be able to live in harmony with each other.

B.   From God’s view there is only one body. Eph.4:4-6

C.   Today there is a desperate need for spiritual unity among God’s people. 

D.   Peter uses four vivid pictures of the church to emphasize spiritual unity.

II.   We Are Children In The Same Family. (1:22-2:3)

A.   We have experienced the same birth. (1:23-25).

1.   Only way to enter God’s family is by a spiritual birth. (John 3:1-16;Rom.6:4-5 ;Col.3:10

2.   New birth gives us a new nature. (2 Peter 1:4)

3.   Our first birth was a birth of “flesh”, which ends in death.

4.   That which is built upon the flesh will fall apart.

5.   If we are to build unity in the church we must build upon the incorruptible word, which will never fade away.
B.   We express the same love. (1:22)

1.   Peter uses two different words for the different types of love.

a.   Philadelphia: brotherly love.

b.   Agape: Godlike sacrificial love. 

a.   Agape love is one of will over desire, but must never be “manufactured” love.

2.   We are both brothers and share in the likeness of Christ.

a.   By nature we are selfish and it took a miracle of God to show us a better love than one of self. (John 3:16)

3.   Our love is to be a fervent love, which is very hot and glowing, exhibiting a great intensity of feelings for our brethren. 

4.   It is impossible to love the truth and hate any of the brethren.

C.   We enjoy the same nourishment. (2:1-3)

III.   We Are Stones In The Same Building. (2:4-8)

A.   One Savior, Jesus Christ, and one spiritual building, the church.

1.   Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone of the church (Eph.2:20)

a.   He binds the building together regardless if we agree or not!

2.   All true Christians belong to each other as stones in God’s building.

B.   He is a living stone because He was raised from the dead. (Isa.28:16;Psa118:22)

C.   Many have and will stumble over the stone. (Matt.21:42ff;Ps.118:22; 1 Cor.1:18).

IV.   We are Priest in the Same Temple. (2:5,9)

A.   A “Holy priesthood” a “Royal priesthood”.

1.   This corresponds with the heavenly priesthood of our Lord for He is both King and Priest. (Heb.7)

2.   In Israel no King served as both Priest and King.

3.   Old Testament people had a priesthood, today we are the priesthood. (Heb.10:19-25)

B.   As priests we must perform our priestly duties at the direction of the High Priest, Jesus.

1.   It was an honor for one in the OT to serve as a priest in the Temple. 

2.   We should be honored to have the ability to come before Him.

C.   It is a privilege to offer “spiritual sacrifices”.

1. The most important sacrifice is living a pure life. (Rom.12:1-2)

V.   We Are Citizens Of The Same Nation. (2:9-10)

A.   We share our citizenship in Heaven. (Phil.3:20)

1.   We are living in enemy territory.

B.   God’s people are today His chosen and a Holy nation, as Israel was. Exo.19:5-6; Deut.7:6

C.   Our responsibility as citizens is to show the lost world the Light. Matt.5:14-16.

VI.   Conclusion.

A.   Each of these four pictures emphasizes the importance of unity and harmony

1. We belong to one family of God.

2. We are living stones in one building serving as priests.

B.   Diversity can never be completely eliminated from the church.

1.   There will always be people who are different.

2.   The absence of diversity is not unity; it is uniformity, which is dull.

C.   Unity of doctrine must be achieved in order to be living stones with Jesus Christ.

1.   If we do not have the words of Jesus we don’t have the living cornerstone.

